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Great and Little Hampden Parish Council : Clerk to the Council – Nick Baxter 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  
on Wednesday 29 September 2020 at 6.00pm 

 
The meeting took place virtually via Zoom.  Details were: 
 
Via Zoom: G&L Hampden Parish Council meeting 29 Sept 2020 
Via: https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79322688992?pwd=RmxzakNQU280cWpvVU04MDdBRWExQT09  
Meeting ID: 793 2268 8992 Passcode: 064889 
 
Present: Councillor F Smith (Chairman) 

Councillor R Dawson (Vice Chairman) 
Councillor J Griffin 
Councillor C Aston 
 

Apologies  Councillor I Pratt  
 
Attendance:  Mr N Baxter – Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 
 
Members of the public:  No members of the public were present.    
 Councillor D Carroll – Buckinghamshire Council Councillor (part meeting) 

Councillor G Peart BEM - Buckinghamshire Council Councillor (part 
meeting) 

 
MINUTES 

 
20/0062: Formalities 

 

a) To NOTE apologies for absence 

 Apologies had previously been received from Councillor I Pratt.  The Council considered 

the apologies and by a unanimous vote DECIDED not to accept the apologies.  

Councillor R Dawson AGREED to contact Councillor I Pratt to explain the Council 

reasoning and encourage Councillor I Pratt to attend virtual meetings, which it was 

agreed were our only method of meeting at the present time. 

b) To RECEIVE declarations of interest in items on the agenda (In accordance with the Local 

Code of Conduct to receive any declarations of disclosable pecuniary or non-pecuniary 

interests and to consider and grant any dispensation requests) 

 Councillor Smith repeated her comments from the previous meeting in respect of any 

discussion in respect of the Memorial Hall as her husband is a member of the 

Management Committee.  As in the previous meetings, it was AGREED that this was not 

a direct conflict of interest, but even so Councillor Smith was keen to ensure that those 

present were aware of any perceived conflict and expressed the position that she would 

not take part in that discussion.    

c) Members of the Public and Press are invited to address the Council 

 There were no members of the public or press present.  
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d) To RECEIVE an update from BCC Councillors (if present) 

 Councillor Carroll and Councillor Peart updated the Council on matters relating to the 

Buckinghamshire Council.   

 A planning process consultation will be issued shortly 

 The Wycombe District Council development plan did not include developments in The 

Hampdens or Speen 

 Councillor Peart suggested that any transport issues should be raised with the local 

board rather than directly with Bucks Transport, other than repairs. 

 Councillor Peart spoke in favour of the local air rifle club in respect of an appeal against 

an enforcement notice APP/K0425/C/19/324077 and requested that the Council, as the 

responsible body, consider a response.   

 

Councillors Carroll and Peart left the meeting.   

 

20/0063:  Minutes and matters arising 

 

a) To APPROVE the Minutes of the Meetings held on 20 July 2020 and 15 September 2020 

 The minutes were unanimously APPROVED.  It was AGREED that the Chairman would 

visit the Clerk and sign the minutes outdoors in the Clerk’s garden. 

b) To DISCUSS matters arising from the Minutes of the Meeting 24 June 2020 and 15 

September 2020 that are not covered in the Minute Action Tracker 

 The were no matters arising. 

c) To REVIEW the Minute Action Tracker 

 The Minute Action Tracker was reviewed.  Decisions and actions of note were: 

 It was AGREED that the yellow highlighted items, 20/0014 (b), 20/0016 (a), 20/0038 (b) 

(i), 20/0058 (a) (i) and 20/0058 (b) (i), were COMPLETED and could be moved to the 

completed tracker 

 

20/0064: Finance 

 

a) To CONSIDER and APPROVE the financial pack and bank reconciliation 

 The finance pack for the period ending 31 August 2020, was considered.  The finance 

pack and bank reconciliation were APPROVED.  It was AGREED that the Chairman 

would visit the Clerk in his garden and sign the finance pack and bank reconciliation. 

b) To CONSIDER and APPROVE the monthly payments to be made and had been made 

(appendix 2 finance pack)  
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 The following payments, which had been APPROVED by Councillors and PAID since 

the last meeting, were RATIFIED.   

 

 

 The following payments, details of which had previously been circulated to Councillors, 

were APPROVED.  The Chairman and Councillor Griffin AGREED to visit the Clerk to 

sign the cheques, in his garden.   

 

21.09.2020 Mr N Higgins 

Cheque 000667 

£100.00 

Common grass cutting 17 & 24 July 2020 

 

 

Invoice  

Date 

Payment to Amount/Description Approved by 

29.06.2020 Great Hampden 

Village Hall 

Cheque 000659 

£20.00 

Hall hire 27 May 2020 

Cheque signed by: 

R Dawson & I Pratt 

 

30.06.2020 Chiltern Society 

Cheque 000660 

£30.00 

Annual Subscription 

Cheque signed by: 

R Dawson & I Pratt 

 

20.08.2020 Mr N Higgins 

Cheque 000661 

£320.00 

Common cutting 23 May, 4 & 20 

June & 2 July 

Work to Jubilee Tree and 

plaque 

Cheque signed by: 

F Smith & R Dawson 

 

20.08.2020 Mr N P Baxter 

Cheque 000662 

£287.70 

July & Aug salary 

Cheque signed by: 

F Smith & R Dawson 

 

20.08.2020 HMRC 

Cheque 000663 

£71.80 

July & Aug tax 

Cheque signed by: 

F Smith & R Dawson 

 

17.09.2020 Mr N P Baxter 

Cheque 000664 

£287.70 

Sept salary 

Cheque signed by: 

F Smith & J Griffin 

 

17.09.2020 HMRC 

Cheque 000665 

£36.00 

Sept tax 

Cheque signed by: 

F Smith & J Griffin 

 

17.09.2020 BT  

Cheque 000666 

£384.90 

Charges from inception of the 

service 

Cheque signed by: 

F Smith & J Griffin 
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c) To CONSIDER an ‘in principal’ request for financial support from the Memorial Hall committee 
[‘MHC’’] 

 The previous minute reference for this item is 20/0046 (e) i (24 June 2020). 

 The Clerk advised that the Stoke Mandeville Charity [‘SMC’] had agreed to provide funds 

to the MHC of the cost of works, not including.  It was AGREED the matter would be 

further considered once the Clerk had obtained an update on the amount of the VAT 

element.  This meant that the request could not be considered any further until the next 

meeting on 17 November 2020.   

d) To APPROVE the purchase of a wreath from the British Legion re Remembrance Day 

 It was AGREED to purchase the wreaths as usual with a donation of £75.00. 

 

20/0065: Reports 

 

a) To RECEIVE a crime report 

 The Chairman and Councillor Griffin NOTIFIED the Council that a local contractor had 

suffered a theft from his vehicle while working in local woods.  

b) To RECEIVE reports from Councillors (not covered elsewhere) 

 There were no reports 

c) To RECEIVE a report from the Clerk on matters not covered elsewhere in the agenda or 

Minute Action Tracker  

 Nothing to report 

 

20/0066: Planning 

 

a) To CONSIDER for response any planning applications since the previous meeting and 

CONFIRM the response: 

 Three planning applications had been notified, 20/07079 FUL / 20/07080 LBC, 20/06934 

FUL and 20/07511/CTREE.  The following comments were AGREED  

 20/07080 FUL / 20/07080 LBC: that the planning consent should make it clear that 

the proposed extension should not be used for living accommodation 

 20/06934 FUL: that the Council had no comment 

 20/07511/CTREE: that the Council had no objection 

b) To RECEIVE an update on any RECEIVED and/or DECIDED planning applications and 

appeals  

 There was nothing to report. 

c) To CONSIDER an issue raised by a local resident in respect of hedgerow planting on the 

South Side of Pink Road heading to Lacey Green (OS Map reference 830018) 
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 The Council AGREED to take no action or to raise any objection. 

d) Appeal against an enforcement notice APP/K0425/C/19/324077 

 Following the update by Councillor Peart, it was AGREED to support the Appellant.  The 

Clerk was INSTRUCTED to circulate a draft response for approval.  Once the draft was 

approved, the Clerk was instructed to submit our support.   

 

20/0067: Strategy 

 

a) To CONSIDER an email from the Chiltern Society ‘Save Our Pubs Group’ request to re-
register the Hampden Arms as an ‘Asset of Community Value’ 
 It was AGREED to apply to re-register the Hampden Arms as an ‘Asset of Community 

Value’.  Councillor Griffin AGREED to speak with the Hampden Arms and once that 

conversation had taken place the Clerk was INSTRUCTED to deal with the 

administration.   

b) To CONSIDER a proposal to highlight the lettering on the Little Hampden war memorial 
 Councillor Dawson updated the Council of the project to highlight the lettering on the 

Little Hampden war memorial.  Councillor Dawson advised that the Stoke Mandeville 

Charity [‘SMC’] would be prepared to accept an application for a grant.  It was noted that 

it had previously been impossible to obtain a significant number of competitive quotes 

relating to work on the Little Hampden war memorial, in fact previously one only firm was 

prepared to quote.  For consistency of work, it was AGREED to proceed with the firm 

who had carried out the earlier work.   

 

20/0068: Correspondence  

 

a) To REVIEW items of correspondence received since the last meeting. 

 The Clerk updated the Council on two items. 

i. The Clerk had been NOTIFIED that the normal British Legion re Remembrance Day 

house to house sale of poppies would not be allowed this year (in view of COVID 

restrictions), but he had agreed to publicise an alternative method on the village email 

list.   

 

20/0069:  Urgent Items - To DISCUSS urgent items 

 

a) To DISCUSS urgent items not covered elsewhere in the agenda 

 20/0069 (a) i The Chairman reported that another car had gone through the fence at 

the bottom of Honor End Lane at the T-junction with Glade Road, narrowly missing the 
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‘concealed’ grit bin.  The Clerk was asked to add the possibility of a warning sign to his 

conversation with the Local Community Board 

 20/0069 (a) ii Councillor Griffin mentioned that the grit bins needed preparing for the 

Winter.  It was AGREED that the Clerk would speak with the Local Community Board  

b) CIL moneys 

 The lack of response from the items in the Parish magazine in respect of CIL usage 

was discussed.  It was AGREED to ‘float’ some ideas in the next Parish magazine and 

share them via the Village email.  

c) Common cutting 2021 

 It was AGREED that the regular cutting of the grass on the common had been a great 

success and that we needed start planning and budgeting for 2021 cutting.  The first 

step was to put the work out to competitive tender.  The Clerk was INSTRUCTED to 

work a notice that could be put on the noticeboards, social media account and the 

village email as a tender document.  The Council INSTRUCTED the Clerk to include 

the fact that a supplier geographically close to Great Hampden and/or Little Hampden 

would be preferred (to ensure prompt attendance in respect of addressing urgent 

maintenance issues) and that Councillors would like to support a SME (small, medium 

enterprise). 

 

20/0070:  Next Meeting 

 

a) To RECEIVE any items for the next meeting 

 No items were notified. 

b) To AGREE the date of the next meeting as Tuesday 17 November 2020 

 The date of the next meeting was AGREED as previously planned - Tuesday 17 

November 2020. 

 

 

 

 

Signed ……………………………………………………….. Date …………………………….. 


